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The Getty Tomb is rectangular in form, with dimensions of 
approximately 14 feet in width and 18 feet in depth. It is 
constructed of grey Bedford Limestone, and rests on a 12 inch 
base, made of four slabs of the same limestone. The base 
extends approximately 15 inches beyond the walls. A slab roof 
more than 12 inches deep, covers the tomb and also projects 
slightly beyond the walls. The top of this roof is not flat, 
but has three broad convex indentations running its full width 
making the top of the roof appear scalloped when viewed from 
either side of the tomb. A band of intricate foliate bas- 
relief ornament trims the lower part of the four edges of the 
roof . 
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An arched doorway penetrates the front wall of the tomb, and 
a semicircular window, or lunette, penetrates each of the two 
side walls. 
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The limestone blocks of the lower half of each wall are of 
smooth ashlar finish, while the upper half of each wall is 
covered with an incised all-over pattern of octagonal panels 
enclosing eight-pointed stars. On the front and two side 
walls, wide arches that begin above the ashlar finish 
surround the top part of the doorway and the lunettes. The 
deep widge-shape stones, or voussoirs, that form each arch 
are incised with four concentric semicircular bands of 
foliate ornament that alternate with smooth surfaces. 
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The outer gates of the entrance and the grilles in the deep- 
set lunettes are bronze with pierced designs of Sullivan's 
intricate ornament. Behind the outer gates and deep within 
the doorway is the solid entrance door, also bronze, which is 
covered with bas-relief ornament. 
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The Getty Family Mausoleum, or Getty Tomb, has long been regarded as onej 
of the finest structures designed by Louis Henry Sullivan, architect, writer, 
and philosopher. Sullivan, although partially educated at the historically 
oriented Ecole des Beaux Arts in Paris, was a major force in the attempt to 
create an original, indigenous American architecture. He consciously 
rejected all literal historic precedent in his designs. These designs were 
often embellished with his unique style of ornament, based on foliate or 
geometric forms. which he conceived as being of, instead of on, the building. 
Sullivan literally "grew” his ornament out of the structure, and is said to 
have drawn the design for the gates on this building himself, full size. 

This building is considered to possess some of Sullivan's finest ornament. 

Although Sullivan was to die in poverty in 1924, this building was 
designed at the height of his career, in 1890, or roughly at the same time as 
most of his other world famous designs, such as the Auditorium Theater 
1(1886-9), the Wainwright Building (1891), the Schiller Building (1892), and 
the Transportation Building for the Columbian Exposition (1893) . His later 
designs include the Schlesinger § Mayer (Carson, Pirie § Scott) store 
(1898-1901), and a series of small banks, most notably that at Owatonna, 
Minnesota (1908). Through his buildings and later his writings, he was a 
major influence on numerous architects, particularly his one-time employee, 
Frank Lloyd Wright. 

Wright himself said that the Getty Tomb was "entirely Sullivan's own, 
a piece of sculpture, a statue, a great poem addressed to human sensibilities 
as such. Outside the realm of music what finer requiem." 



The significance of this design was early recognized abroad; a plaster 
cast of the doorway was exhibited and received an award at the Paris 
Exposition of 1900. 

The structure itself, built as the tomb of Carrie Eliza Getty, deceased 
wife of a prominent Chicago businessman, is located in Graceland Cemetery, 
the burial place of many prominent Chicagoans. It stands across a pond from 
Sullivan's earlier Ryerson Tomb (1889), and only a short distance away from 
the grave of Sullivan himself. The building was designated an official 
Chicago Landmark in 1971, and a citation from the old Chicago Architectural 
Landmarks Commission states: "...Stone and bronze stand transformed in rich 
[yet delicate ornament, a requiem for the dead, an inspiration to the living." 
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